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JORDAN INTERVIEWS THE JORDAN’S 
 

 Meet the new tenants!  This school year, the 
CSC apartment is the home of two new residents.  
Jake and Sarah Jordan are members at Laurel 
Church of Christ and are now living at the CSC.    
The couple attends the Young Professionals class, 
and they are excited to be working so closely with 
UT undergrads.  The role of the CSC dweller is an 
integral part to the balance of the Center’s ecosys-
tem.  Aside from keeping a watchful eye on the fa-
cilities, the residents may find themselves called to 
provide insight on turbulent college matters such as, 
“What am I doing with my life?” and the classic cry 
of despair known as, “I’m changing my major!”   
 

 All joking aside, the role of 
the CSC residents is vital to the 
wellbeing of our group.  Often 
they serve as some of our first 
mentors in college.  We students 
are drawn to the residents by 
their experience, and often they 
are not far removed from our own 
situations.  I am very pleased to 
see the apartment    continuing to 
be utilized in this ministry.  From 
my previous interactions with the 
couple, I know Jake and Sarah are 
going to be an excellent fit for 
the CSC.  To help others who have 
not met the Jordan’s, I asked 
them to describe themselves. 
Here is their response: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Hi, we’re Jake and Sarah Jordan.  We come to 
Knoxville by way of Cookeville, where we attended 
Tennessee Tech.  We met as fellow chemistry nerds 
freshman year, and eventually started dating.         
I would like to say that I swept Sarah off her feet 
with my sharp wit and charm, but that would be 
less than truthful; it’s definitely a blessing that she 
saw fit to date me anyways. We’ve been in      
Knoxville for a little over a year now.  I’m a    
chemical engineer undergrad completing a Master’s 

in nuclear engineering while working at ORNL.     
Sarah is a chemistry undergrad currently            
progressing through graduate studies in Speech and 
Hearing Science.   
 

 It certainly feels like God guided us to Knox-
ville.  For instance, one of the biggest steps that 
led to Sarah discovering her desire to enter her 
field was a chance-meeting with the dean of the 
College of Graduate Health Science.  It might be a 
little cliché to say these small events were signs 
from God pointing us to East Tennessee, but here 
we are.   
 

 Sarah and I have many similarities, but we do 
have distinct religious backgrounds. While I’m your 

typical born-and-raised CoC man, 
Sarah has a much more diverse  
history.  She’s had experience 
with Cumberland Presbyterianism, 
the First Christian Church, and 
non-denominational community   
churches.  The decision of which 
church to attend was a major 
stepping-stone towards our     
eventual maturation and         
marriage.   We eventually decided 
to attend Collegeside CoC in 
Cookeville, and made appearances 
at the UCSC there.  When we 
moved to Knoxville, we knew that 
we wanted to attempt to be an 
outlet for the college ministry.   
As grad  students, we found that 
doing so from a distant location 

was proving to be difficult.  Living above the CSC 
gives us an opportunity to be of service to the    
ministry through proximity.  
 

 We hope to be a resource for college students, 
combining our (relatively) recent experience in   
undergrad with a more external graduate student/
married lens.  Being close to the action allows us to 
more easily provide this service.  We are very excit-
ed about our time in the CSC.  To the college stu-
dents, we hope to be a resource for you in any way        
possible.  And of course, we look forward to      
meeting those of you we don’t know, and growing 
closer with you all. 
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On Friday, August 28, James Ghawaly surrendered his life to Jesus as his Leader, and trusted Jesus as his 
Forgiver.  His heart occupied by the Holy Spirit; his name written in the Book of Life.  
 

James previously emailed me after the first Encounter of the semester, requesting a Bible study.  We then 
set up a time that worked for both of our schedules, and proceeded to discuss his spiritual background and 
his questions.  The more we talked, the more it was evident, James and I had a lot in common.  We both 
grew up in the church, but somehow managed to view Jesus merely as a role model who came to SHOW us 
the way to Heaven through our merits, instead of viewing Jesus as a Savior who come to BE the way to 
Heaven through his merits on our behalf.   
 

Suffice it to say, James had a real lightbulb moment.  A spiritual breakthrough about who Jesus is, why he 
came, what he accomplished on the cross; as well as how the works that we do are not to “to be” saved, 
but “because” we’re saved; not compelled by fear or duty, but compelled by gratitude and love.   

     WELCOMING  
 

JAMES GHAWALY 
 

            TO THE FAMILY 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT PROGRAM 
Our dinner on 8/29 was a great success. Over 100 Laurel members & students signed up for the program! 


